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General Membership Meeting - Thursday, January 17th, 12:00pm – Stearns Electric
Pizza Lunch- $5 to Vicky/Stearns Electric
Call to Order:  12:10
Introductions: 

Approve Minutes of December 20th Meeting:

Motion to Approve-  Stacey Austing-Jacobsen  Second  -  Julie Baum  Motion Carried
  


Approve Treasurer’s Report

Financial Report : Designer Bag Bingo brought in about $8000 last year.  We are planning an extra event this year.
Motion to Approve-Craig Maus     Second- Gerry Gilbertson          Motion Carried
Ongoing Business:
1. January 22nd Lunch & Learn Reminder: 12:00 at City Center. Free lunch for members (up to 2 per business) and $10 for additional people or non-members. Beth Thieschafer Accounting will be presenting on the new business tax laws and how they’ll affect your business. RSVP to Sara.

2. 2019 Membership Drive: 35 turned in so far with 90 forms sent out

3. Riverfest/Miss Melrose: First Riverfest meeting is Feb 5th at 5pm.  Riverfest will be June 29th.  There is a Ms. Melrose meeting Feb 21st (ages 17-20). Ms. Melrose will be held Thursday, June 27th.
New Business:  Holiday Kickoff Raffle tickets had many left unsold.  We can increase profits greatly by making sure they all get sold. The longer parade route helped with congestion on Main St. but there is still a spot that gets tight.
            
Business Updates: Farmer’s Market will be meeting with vendors to find out what worked and if there are any new ideas. CentraCare is working on a grant where school children would get coins to use at the Farmer’s Market.  The U of M would then pay the vendor.  
Committee Updates:

     Agriculture- Joe Fuechtmann
     Education – Stacey Austing-Jacobson: Wed is a Defensive Driving class, ECFE classes are starting, Archery Tournament on January 26th, Boy Scouts will be doing Laughs for or Lunch on the 26th, Medicare class at the school, New event…Making Connections where Senior Citizens come to school to interact with students.  January 31st the Freeport Fire Dept will take on the Melrose Fire Dept at half time of the basketball game in full turnout gear to raise money for Food for Thought.
     Legislative- Mike Brethorst: the city is looking to get tax relief for reconstructing the downtown. City looking to manage or limit small cell companies using the city towers. City council will not move forward with removing the dam but will move forward with realigning the bridge in Fall of 2020. Jennie-O got Certificate of Occupancy today.  Mike Brethorst will be moving to a new position at the end of February. 
     Economic Development- Lisa Atkinson
Upcoming Meeting Dates:
1. Next General Meeting: Thursday, February 21st at CentraCare – Upstairs in Little Birch Room. We’ll have lunch at the CentraCare Bistro.
Adjourn:  12:55
Motion to Adjourn -  Stacey Austing-Jacobsen      Second – Wendy Tschida.   Adjourned                                                             

Save the Date: Events in/around Melrose 
· Every Tuesday- Trivia at JD’s
· January 18th – Fish Fry & Meat Raffle at Melrose Legion from 5-8

· January 20th – Breakfast Fundraiser for Melrose Lions at Melrose Legion 8:30-12:30
· January 22nd – Melrose Chamber Lunch & Learn – 12:00 at City Center

· February 1st – Meat Raffle at New Munich Hoffbrau by the New Munich Jaycees
· February 9th- Melrose Bowl’s Sweetheart Tournament- 12:00 $60 inlcudes meal, bowling and prizes
· February 9th – Painting for a Cause- Paint Party to fund the Fall Festival, tickets available online
· February 16th- 28th Annual Steak and Wine Dinner/Auction for St.Johns/St.Andrews at Greenwald Pub- Tickets at FSB in Greenwald or QPC in Meire Grove
· February 21st- Miss Melrose Informational Meeting following school in HS Media Center
**Note** 
Please change Sara’s email address to: melrosechamber@outlook.com if you haven’t already. Thanks!
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